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President’s Message 
            October 2021

Dear Members 
 

Much has been happening around Australia 
regarding COVID-19 with restrictions and border 
closures making life for many very difficult while 
others are enjoying life almost as normal prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While Western 
Australia is almost restriction free travel is still 
some way off for interstate and overseas. 
 

Unfortunately National Council of Women 
Western Australia is still trying to sort a move 
from its premises for many years 160 Hay Street 
East Perth.  Sadly the City of Perth has not been 
as cooperative as it could have been and 
examples of the left hand not knowing what the 
right hand is doing or who is responsible for 
what continue to cause problems and issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Summit on Women's Safety 2021 
was held in September over two days with 
several roundtables held prior to the Summit. 
The Summit represented the culmination point 
of a program of consultation activities to inform 
the next National Plan to end violence against 
women and children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next National Plan will 
replace the current 
National Plan to Reduce 
Violence Against Women  
and Their Children 2010-2022  
which ends in mid-2022 
 
The Summit focused on key issues affecting 
women's safety including the prevention of 
violence, technology and abuse, coercive control, 
policing and justice responses, sexual violence, 
frontline service delivery and innovation, 
violence experienced by Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women and strengthening 
partnerships with the private sector to prevent 
and reduce violence. 
 

The roundtables, together with the Summit 
keynote addresses and panel discussions on 
issues affecting women's safety will contribute 
insights and help determine the priorities for the 
next National Plan. Keynote addresses at the 
Summit included the Hon Scott Morrison MP 
Prime Minister of Australia, Julie Inman Grant, 
the eSafety Commissioner, Senator the Hon 
Marise Payne Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Minister for Women and Senator the Hon Anne 
Ruston Minister for Families; Social Services and 
Minister for Women's Safety. A presentation 
from the Hon Kay Patterson AO  
Age Discrimination Commissioner was also 
included on Day two of the Summit. 
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Members of the Advisory Group who supposedly 
represent a broad cross-section of organisations 
including research bodies, peak bodies and 
national women's alliances, as well as sector 
experts and academics highlighted that the 
needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities, women with disabilities and 
women from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds must be central to the 
development of the next National Plan. 
Improving and expanding perpetrator 
interventions, addressing emerging forms of 
technology-facilitated abuse as well as increasing 
engagement of the corporate sector in 
preventing and reducing domestic, family and 
sexual violence were noted as key areas of focus. 
 
As President of National Council of Women 
Australia I was invited to be a member of the 
Service Delivery Regional Rural and Remote 
Areas Roundtable and as far as I could 
understand the only Western Australian as a 
participant other than the Minister for Defence 
Industry the Hon Melissa Price who joined the 
Roundtable for part of it. 

 
For the very first time Australia has a ten year 
strategy which will guide critical research and 
transform how we treat and care for nearly one 
million Australians who suffer from bulimia, 
anorexia and other eating disorders. Eating 
disorders are a serious, complex and life 
threatening mental illness and the strategy 
provides a clear national approach to ensuring 
best practice prevention, early intervention, and 
treatment now and in the future.  
The Government has made mental health a 
national priority and has delivered 
unprecedented support for eating disorder 
research, support and treatment. 
 

 

Legislation recently passed through the 
Parliament to improve the visibility of 
superannuation assets in family law proceedings. 
The Treasury Laws Amendment (2021 Measure 
No 6) Bill 2021 (Schedule 5) will allow the 
Australian Taxation Office (ATO) to release 
superannuation information to a family law court 
upon request.  
 

Superannuation is an increasingly significant 
asset in the property pool for separated 
Australian couples. To obtain such information 
an applicant will have to be a party to a family 
law property proceeding and apply to a family 
law court registry to request the former 
partner's superannuation information, held by 
the ATO. Parties will then be able to use this  
information to seek up to date superannuation 
information from their former partner's 
superannuation fund. 
 

The Western Australian Government has 
committed an additional $884 million in the 
2021-2022 State Budget to social housing and 
initiatives to prevent and tackle homelessness. 
New social housing and homelessness initiatives 
in the 2021-2022 Budget include: 

• a $50 million Social Housing Investment 
Fund to substantially increase Western 
Australia's stock, with other initiatives in 
the Budget to fund an estimated 3,300 
dwellings; 

• Renew three ageing social housing 
precincts in Albany, Bunbury and 
Geraldton; 

• $26 million to convert 72 dwellings from 
the METRONET Social and Affordable 
Housing and Jobs package into social 
housing; 

• $6 million for a Local Government 
Partnership to co-fund homelessness 
initiatives tailored to local government 
areas' needs; and  

• $3.4 million over four years to expand 
Youth Futures crisis accommodation. 
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Homelessness is at a record high in Perth and surrounding suburbs and it is vital the Western Australian 
government commits to improving outcomes for these vulnerable individuals in our community. 
 

Ruah Community Services recently received a Lotterywest grant to support the construction of a 
Women's and Children's Wellness and Recovery Centre.  The development of a multi-storey Centre 
providing safe spaces for women and children escaping family and domestic violence. 
 

The Centre aims to provide services and facilities for women and children who are otherwise unable to 
access wellness and recovery support. The Centre will be trauma informed and a culturally responsive 
healing place for short-term accommodation with wraparound support services. 
 

The recent High Court decision in Fairfax v Voller found that owners of social media pages may be legally 
responsible as publishers for defamation comments made by third parties on their Facebook pages.  This 
highlights a new online risk and individuals and groups should review their current usage and make sure 
the profanity filter is turned on. 

 
Robyn Nolan 
President NCWWA 
0417917 294 
robynmn@bigpond.net.au 
 
 

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME 
 

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame was first established in 2011 in recognition 
of the Centenary of International Women’s Day, held annually on 8 March. 
The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to acknowledge and celebrate the 
enormous contributions and achievements women have made to Western 
Australia’s community, history, and culture.  
  
This acknowledgement and celebration. happens through an annual 
process by which a selected number of women are inducted to the 
WAWHOF.   There are two parts to the annual campaign.   The first is the 
call for nominations, then the Ceremony, which is held approximately 
three months later.    

 
Nominations for 2022 open 1 November 2021, and close 4 February 2022. 
  
This year’s inductees will be selected from one of eight categories: STEM, encompassing the areas of 
science; technology, engineering, and mathematics, Business, Community, which acknowledges the work 
done by women to help improve the lives of other individuals and groups, Health, Education, Culture 
which recognizes the work and achievements of women in strengthening and supporting, the beliefs, 
objectives and key messages of their culture, Arts, and Sport.  Nominations will also be considered for the 
‘Roll of Honour’, to be inducted posthumously. 
  
The nomination form will be available to download from website late October and accepted from  
1 November.    If you have any questions, please email wawomenshof@gmail.com 
 
 
 

3. 

mailto:robynmn@bigpond.net.au
mailto:wawomenshof@gmail.com


 
 
  

NCWA TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
 
 

Given the uncertainty around travel and COVID-19 
restrictions in some States the NCWA Executive has 
determined that the NCWA Triennial  
Conference which was due to be held in November 2021 
in Canberra will be postponed and the Conference 
rescheduled for mid-next year.  
Unfortunately other associated events will also have to be       
rescheduled. 
 

The NCWA AGM will be held later this year on Zoom.  
  

While it is disappointing it was probably the only way forward. As soon as a new date has been confirmed 
it will be advised. 
  
Robyn Nolan 
  
 
 
  

BREASTSCREEN AUSTRALIA 
 
 
  
BreastScreen Australia is celebrating 30 years of service in the 
Australian Community. 
Between 2013-2018 BreastScreen completed around five million 
mammograms with approximately 44,000 cancers detected. 
Australia’s survival rate following a cancer diagnosis is one of the 
highest in the world and reflects the high quality of Australia’s 
health system. 
This includes effective early cancer detection and treatment based 
on the translation of robust research. 
  
Cancer is a major cause of illness in Australia and accounts for the 
largest burden of disease in the community. In 2021 it is estimated that 151,000 
Australians will be diagnosed with cancer. Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in 
Australian women with one in seven likely to be diagnosed in their lifetime. 
  
Breast cancers detected through BreastScreen Australia have a 54-63% lower risk of causing death than 
breast cancers diagnosed in women who have never been screened through the program.  
BreastScreen Australia is a joint initiative of the Australian and State and Territory Governments  
and aims to reduce illness and death from breast cancer by detecting the disease early. 
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HEALTH AND COVID-19 
 

 

The vaccine rollout is gaining pace nationally with over  
a million doses administered last week. 
COVID-19 vaccines are effective. They can keep you from 
getting and spreading the virus that causes COVID-19.  
The vaccines also help keep you from getting seriously ill even 
if you do get COVID-19. Getting vaccinated yourself  
may also protect people around you, particularly people  
at increased risk for severe illness. 

  
The Delta variant causes more infections and spreads faster than earlier forms of the virus that  
causes COVOID-19. It might cause more severe illness than previous strains in unvaccinated people. 
Fully vaccinated people with breakthrough infections from this variant appear to be infectious  
for a shorter period. 
 

 

NCWWA MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 
NCWWA membership fees for the 2021-2022 year are now overdue.     
Payment may be made by Bank Transfer or by Cheque 
  

Fees remain the same: 
Associate Members  $55 
Affiliate Members $66 
 

Payment by Direct Transfer: 
Account name: National Council of Women of WA Inc 
BSB :                                066110 
Account Number:         1015 7530 
Please ensure you identify your name in the ‘comments’ field 
 

Payment by Cheque: 
National Council of Women of WA Inc 
PO Box 6224 East Perth WA 6892 
 

If your details have changed in any way please complete: 
2021-2022 Associate Members Renewal Form 
2021-2022 Affiliate Members Renewal Form 
  

Both are available on the NCWWA website. Please return to - Robyn Nolan:  robynmn@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Date of the next NCWWA General meeting 

 To be advised 
CWA Rooms  

1176 Hay St West Perth 

 
 
 

 

WEB PAGE 
 

www.ncwwa.org.au 
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